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SENATE BILL 194

By Overbey

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 55,
Chapter 8 and Title 55, Chapter 9, Part 4, relative
to lights displayed on vehicles.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:
SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 55-9-402(d), is amended by deleting
subdivision (3) and substituting instead the following:

(3) No vehicle operated in this state shall be equipped with any steady-burning
lights that display to the front of the vehicle in any color other than white or amber or in
any combination of colors other than white and amber, except for the following vehicles:

(A) A vehicle equipped with headlamps, daytime running lamps, or other
similar devices in any color or combination of colors between white and amber
authorized by the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 108, as adopted by
the national highway traffic safety administration and compiled in 49 CFR
571.108;

(B) A motor vehicle operated for purposes of an emergency equipment
company may display steady-burning red, white, blue, or amber lights, or any
combination of steady-burning red, white, blue, and amber lights pursuant to
subsection (g); provided, that emergency equipment company vehicles shall not
display or illuminate the lights authorized by this section while the vehicle is on a
public road, whether in motion or stationary;

(C) A school bus, a passenger motor vehicle operated by a rural malil
carrier of the United States postal service while performing the duties of a rural

mail carrier, or an emergency vehicle used in firefighting, including ambulances,
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emergency vehicles used in firefighting that are owned or operated by the

division of forestry, firefighting vehicles, rescue vehicles, privately owned vehicles

of regular or volunteer firefighters certified in § 55-9-201(c), or other emergency
vehicles used in firefighting owned, operated, or subsidized by the governing
body of any county or municipality, may display steady-burning red lights; and

(D) Authorized law enforcement vehicles and other vehicles listed in 8
55-9-414 may display steady-burning red, white, and blue lights in combination.

SECTION 2. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 55-9-402(d), is further amended by
deleting subdivision (1) and substituting instead the following:

(1) No venhicle operated in this state shall be equipped with any flashing lights in
any color or combination of colors that display to the front of the vehicle, other than
factory installed emergency flashers, except as provided in this section and for the
following vehicles:

(A) Motorcycle escorts of properly identified funeral processions
authorized by § 55-8-183 to display green strobe flashing lights;

(B) Vehicles owned by or leased to licensed public or private security
services but not personally owned vehicles of security guards may display
flashing lights in any color other than red, white, or blue, or in any combination of
colors other than red, white, or blue; provided, that the flashing lights authorized
by this subdivision (d)(1)(B) for security services vehicles shall not be operated or
illuminated while the vehicle is on a public road, in motion or stationary, and shall
only be illuminated when patrolling a shopping center or mall parking lot or other
private premises or if stopped in a hazardous location for the purposes of
warning;

(C) A highway maintenance or utility vehicle or recovery vehicle may
display flashing white or amber lights or any combination of flashing white and

amber lights pursuant to subsection (e);
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(D) A motor vehicle operated for purposes of an emergency equipment
company pursuant to subsection (g) may display flashing red, white, blue, or
amber lights or any combination of flashing red, white, blue, and amber lights;
provided, that emergency equipment company vehicles shall not display or
illuminate the lights authorized by this section while the vehicle is on a public
road, whether in motion or stationary;

(E) A passenger motor vehicle operated by an organ procurement
organization or a person under an agreement with an organ procurement
organization may display flashing white or amber lights or flashing white and
amber lights in combination when transporting an organ for human
transplantation;

(F) A school bus, a passenger motor vehicle operated by a rural mail
carrier of the United States postal service while performing the duties of a rural
mail carrier, or an emergency vehicle used in firefighting, including ambulances,
emergency vehicles used in firefighting that are owned or operated by the
division of forestry, firefighting vehicles, rescue vehicles, privately owned vehicles
of regular or volunteer firefighters certified in 8§ 55-9-201(c), or other emergency
vehicles used in firefighting owned, operated, or subsidized by the governing
body of any county or municipality, may display flashing red or white lights or
flashing red and white lights in combination; and

(G) Authorized law enforcement vehicles and other vehicles authorized
by 8§ 55-9-414 to display flashing red, white, and blue lights in combination.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect January 1, 2018, the public welfare requiring it.
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